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CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK 


ECONOMY: Bailout 


Rough days ahead in virus fallout 


_ 


Elizabeth Conley / Staff photographer 
Kyle Rowland comes to pick up food at Dumpling Haus in Houston, where eateries are limited to takeout, delivery or drive-thru. 


‘ROLLING WITH PUNCHES’: Suburban counties — 
split over enacting bar, restaurant restrictions = Soo ee tee 


By Nick Powell 


STAFF WRITER 


Galveston Mayor Jim Yar- 
brough believes there are likely 
many people walking around his 
city with the coronavirus. 

While Galveston County had 
reported only two presumptive 
coronavirus cases as of Wednes- 
day, public health experts say 
that people without symptoms 
can still be vectors for the virus, 
potentially transmitting it to 
many others through indirect or 


whether they have the legal 
authority to follow Harris Coun- 
ty’s lead and enforce restrictions 
on public gatherings in bars and 
restaurants, Yarbrough decided 
to stop waiting. Knowing there 
was a chance Houstonians would 
flock to his seaside island for St. 
Patrick’s Day celebrations, he de- 
cided Tuesday to sign two ordi- 
nances closing “public amuse- 
ment venues” — bars, theme 
parks, museums — and limiting 
restaurants to takeout service for 
15 days. 


talk is a start, but 
experts say impact 
could last years 
after crisis abates 


By James Osborne 
STAFF WRITER 


WASHINGTON -— Federal offi- 
cials are moving quickly to enact 
massive spending packages to re- 
place the lost revenues and wages 
of workers and businesses as half- 
empty planes leave airports, res- 
taurants and bars close across ma- 
jor cities and social distancing 
measures keep people at home, 
bringing the consumer-driven 
U.S. economy to a crawl. 

President Donald Trump on 
Tuesday proposed a stimulus 
plan that could exceed $1 trillion 
as the administration seeks to 
contain the rapidly spreading 
economic damage caused by the 
coronavirus pandemic. The pro- 
posal followed legislation filed by 
Senate Minority Leader Chuck 
Schumer, D-N.Y. that would inject 
$750 billion into the U.S. econo- 
my and an earlier plan by Sen. 
Mitt Romney, R-Utah, is to give a 
$1,000 stipend to every adult 
American to help ease them 
through the coming economic 
downturn — a play on former 
Democratic candidate Andrew 
Yang’s basic income proposal. 

The stimulus proposals open 
another front in the efforts to fight 
the coronavirus, efforts that so far 
have focused almost exclusively 
on public health. Economists are 
increasingly worried that sudden 
collapse of demand will force 
mass layoffs and smaller busi- 
nesses to shutter all together, 
sending the economy into a years- 
long recession from which it 
would be difficult to recover. 

“It is honestly hard for anyone 
to have a clear picture of exactly 
how big the impact will be, but we 
know it’s going to be large,” said 
Jay Shambaugh, a senior fellow at 


direct contact. 


So while Galveston County of- 
ficials continue to wrestle with 


“Obviously the ripples of what 


happens around us are real,” Yar- 
Restrict continues on A13 


Jason Fochtman / Staff photographer 
In The Woodlands, waitress Gabby Garcia hands Phil Luce of 
Michigan his meal as he dines with his family. 


the Brookings Institute who 
served as the chief economist of 


Economy continues on A12 


For some women, 
isolation is a risk 


Domestic violence 
may increase as 
shelters forced 
to limit resources 


By Hannah Dellinger 
STAFF WRITER 


As more Houstonians 
self-quarantine to quell the 
spread of the new corona- 
virus, domestic and sexual 
violence victims are be- 
coming more vulnerable to 
their abusers, advocates 
Say. 

“We anticipate an esca- 
lation of violence as people 
become more isolated,” 
said Emilee Dawn White- 
hurst, president and CEO 


en’s. shelter. “Isolation 
compounds violence.” 

All of the women cen- 
ter’s 120 emergency shelter 
beds are full, officials said. 
The other shelters in the 
region that the center 
works with are also full, 
Whitehurst said. But vic- 
tims are still being provid- 
ed access to immediate 
emergency shelter 
through the center’s Safe 
Harbor program, which 
places them in hotels. 

Because local schools 
are closed, shelters must 
also provide more support 
and child care. The wom- 
en’s center is currently 
sheltering around 45 chil- 
dren, administrators said. 

Women who arrive at 


Coronavirus at a glance 


e% 
196,643 | 5,306 | 105* 
Confirmed cases Confirmed Confirmed 
worldwide cases in U.S. cases in Texas 
1,894 97 2 
Deaths Deaths Deaths 
worldwide in U.S. in Texas 


*]3 additional cases were repatriated to Lackland Air 
Force Base in San Antonio 


Source: WHO, CDC, Johns Hopkins University, Associated Press 


Area counties with 
coronavirus cases 


Montgomery: 5 


K Harris: 16 
ort Bend: 10 
2 


Brazoria: 2 


“031820 Matagorda: 3 


Sources: Houston, Harris, Fort Bend, 
Brazoria, Montgomery and Galveston 
County health agencies 


More inside 


» Texas marks first death 


in Matagorda County. 
Page A3 


» Leaders extend disaster 
measures. Page A3 


» Virus muddles political 
conventions. Page A10 


» Retailers hiring amid 
demand surge. Page B1 


For the latest updates, go 
to houstonchronicle 


Contagion lurks 
for city’s homeless 


Lack of sanitary 
conditions raises 
flags for hundreds 
living on streets 


By Sarah Smith 


STAFF WRITER 


The entire country of It- 
aly was effectively placed 
on lockdown, the NBA had 
declared its season over, 
and Houston area schools 
were canceling one after 
the other, but no one had 
yet told Dwain Galentine to 
wash his hands. 

Not that the instruction 
would have been much 
use. Galentine, 49, has 
slept across from Hous- 


hound station for the past 
three years, ever since get- 
ting out of prison. The ser- 
vice station won’t let him 
in, and the only real option 
for a quick hand wash is 
the McDonald’s. 

Galentine — nicknamed 
Alley Cat on the streets — 
only learned about the 
new coronavirus because 
some of his friends 
watched TV and told him 
the news. All he knows is 
that it’s contagious. 

“That (expletive) can 
wipe these people out real 
fast,” said Jonathan Char- 
tian, Galentine’s 40-year 
old nephew and only regu- 
lar visitor, who stopped by 
on his way home from 
work. “They don’t have the 


of the Houston Area Wom- Violence continues on A12 Staff graphic .com/coronavirus ton’s 


downtown Grey- 


Homeless continues on A13 


Index 


seal an | nated n R PE en | oe Breaking news alerts: | HoustonChronicle.com: Visit now for breaking news, constantly updated 
Crossword ...D6 | Horoscope....D7 | Obituaries.....B7 | Weather........B8 | Text Houston to 77453! stories, sports coverage, podcasts and a searchable news archive. 


"KNOCKOUTIROSES 


|DOUBLE}RED} DRIFT, ROSES; 
{HYBRID} TEAS FLORIBUNDA; 
CLIMBERS!& GRANDIFLORA 


HOUSTON 


P ee y 


ary 
C 
N 


ALL SALES FINAL ° NO EXCHANGES °) NO) REFUNDS 


y @HoustonChron | in| Houston-Chronicle | @HoustonChron | Fi @HoustonChronicle 


MNN 4 Iil, 


AGARDENICENTERS) 3. A F Us cat "pe 
So ore ait AN 


